
Free Dump Days 

   Next week is Crittenden 
County’s annual free dump days. 
On Thursday through Saturday, 
May 16-18, county residents can 
get rid of items or old tires from 
the home or garage. Residential 
garbage is not accepted as part of 
the free dump days. Free dumping 
is available at the Crittenden 
County Convenience Center from 
8 a.m., to 3:30 p.m., Thursday 
and Friday, May 16-17, and 8 
a.m., to noon Saturday, May 18.  

Counting cicadas yet? 
   An anticipated cicada invasion is 
blooming. Thousands of the in-
sects have been spotted in Crit-
tenden County based on a query 
made on our social media plat-
forms. Others confirmed sightings 
range throughout west Kentucky 
and well beyond to other states in 
the Southeast, Midwest and Upper 
Midwest. You can track the emer-
gence using the cellphone app Ci-
cada Safari. This year’s brood of 
the 17-year cicada is emerging si-
multaneously with the 13-year 
brood. This co-emergence hasn't 
occurred in 221 years and won't 
happen again until 2245. The 
bugs’ arrival is typically triggered 
when soil temperature reaches 64 
degrees at a depth of 8 inches. 
Screeching sounds made by mat-
ing males can be very loud. You’re 
probably already hearing their 
rhythmic hum. The bugs are 
harmless to humans and pets and 
wild animals feast on them. 
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Livingston County Board of 
Education meets at 6 p.m., Mon-
day, May 13. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education meets at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, May 16 at Rocket Arena 
conference room. 

•Fredonia City Council will meet 
at 7 p.m., Monday, May 20 at city 
hall. 

•Marion Tourism and Recre-
ation Commission will meet at 
8:30 a.m., Tuesday, May 21 at 
Marion Welcome Center. 

•Salem City Council will meet at 
5 p.m., Tuesday, May 21 at Deer 
Lakes meeting room. 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 
p.m., the Thursday, May 23 at its 
office on East Bellville Street.  

•Crittenden-Livingston Water 
District will meet at 4 p.m., Mon-
day, May 20 at Deer Lakes meet-
ing room. 
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SPECIAL TO THE PRESS 
Assistant Principal Josh Cook is being pro-

moted to principal at Crittenden County High 
School.  

The move will be made when school re-
opens in August for the 2024-25 academic 
year. 

Cook was chosen for the post following in-
terviews conducted by the school’s Site-Based 
Decision-Making Council and Superintendent 
Tonya Driver last week. 

A Caldwell County native and graduate of 
Murray State University, Cook has experience 
as a special education teacher and response 

to intervention instructor 
at the elementary, middle 
and high school levels. He 
also served at Christian 
County High School as an 
intervention coach prior to 
accepting the position of assistant principal 
for Crittenden County High School for the 
2023-24 school year.  

Cook replaces interim principal Rhonda 
Callaway, who will continue to serve the dis-
trict as a secondary instructional supervisor 
in addition to coordinating post-secondary 
readiness and career and technical education.

Aerie Suggs with a cicada

Cook

Franchising 
commercial 
garbage set 
for this fall 
 
STAFF REPORT 

This fall, Crittenden 
County will enter into an ex-
clusive franchise agreement 
with a commercial garbage 
collection provider.  

The move could mean 
local businesses will need to 
switch providers as only one 
will be licensed to operate 
inside the county. 

County officials believe 
that by franchising commer-
cial garbage collection, it will 
create a more uniform, bet-
ter consumer environment 
with consistent pricing and 
service for all.  

Right now, Crittenden 
County does not have an ex-
clusive franchise agreement 
with a commercial operator. 
Businesses are free to nego-
tiate details of service and 
pricing with any collection 
agency that provides serv-
ices to the area. There are at 
least three operating in the 
county right now. 

Early last year, the county 
announced that beginning 
October 2024, it would enter 
into an exclusive agreement 
with one commercial 
provider. It already provides 
exclusive franchising for res-
idential garbage pickup. Im-
pact Waste currently has 
those rights after winning a 
five-year contract through a 
competitive bid process last 
year. Impact’s bid was lower 
than GFL Environmental, 
which had provided local 
residential collection for al-
most 20 years. 

Providers are increasingly 
demanding an opportunity 
for exclusive agreements, 
particularly in small, rural 
counties like Crittenden 
where transportation and 
other expenses can create 
remarkably thin margins.  

The commercial franchise 
will be structured so that it 
runs contractually concur-
rent with the county’s resi-
dential franchise, which 
began early this year.  

Bids will be accepted 
sometime in June for com-
mercial service, and the new 
franchise agreement will 
begin Oct. 1. 

County Judge-Executive 
Perry Newcom says some 
commercial businesses that 
generate a low volume of 
trash and are able to sub-
scribe to residential collec-
tion using a 96-gallon 
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Cook taking on role as 
CCHS principal in 24-25

BY ALLISON EVANS 
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS 

Five years ago, Margie 
Walker accepted a call to be-
come a mother. 

Through unconventional 
means, Walker took on the role 
of sole caregiver for three chil-
dren removed from their home. 

It was emotional, a bit over-
whelming. But without hesitation 
she stepped in instantly when 
asked to provide a safe and lov-
ing environment for youngsters 
that are now 7, 10 and 15 years 
old. 

In honor of Mother’s Day Sun-
day, Walker was chosen as The 
Crittenden Press’ Queen for a 
Day after being nominated by 
her sister Elizabeth Floyd. 
Walker was showered with gifts 
this week from sponsors 
Louise’s Flowers, Full Body Fit-
ness Studio, Fitness 24/7, 
Hodge’s Sports & Apparel, H&H 
Home and Hardware and The 
Crittenden Press. 

“At 45, she became an instant 
mother of three kids but never 
had her own children,” Floyd 
wrote in her nomination. “She 
has been down to the lowest of 

lows to the highest of highs with 
these kids and loves them all 
with a full, loving heart.” 

Through Kinship Care, Walker 
receives less state assistance 
than families who serve as 
foster parents. As a result, she 
used savings from her 401k to 
purchase furniture, clothing and 
other necessities for the children 
when they were placed in her 
home on a moment’s notice in 
2019.  

With the help from her family, 
friends, and former co-workers, 
she took on the role of Mom to 
three youth whose lives were 
turned upside down, affected 
emotionally from an abrupt re-
moval from their parents. 

“I knew I didn’t want the kids 
separated,” she said. “The old-
est had already been living in 

my home for two years and I did-
n’t want the youngest two going 
into foster care. 

“I knew I would try to help out 
any way and be a positive in-
fluence for them and break gen-
erational cycles,” Walker said. “I 
thought, ‘Here are these help-
less children who have been in 
a situation they didn’t ask to be 
in,’ so I knew I would try to do 
anything to help them, there was 
never any doubt that I would.”  

Walker was awarded per-
manent custody in January 
2021. Today, the youngsters see 
their father, who Walker says is 
working and doing well, as 
frequently as their schedules 
allow. 

Floyd watched in admiration 
as her sister began managing 
her new family’s physical and 
emotional needs while working 
a full-time job with the State of 
Kentucky.  

“This journey I’ve been on has 
been a struggle and overwhel-
ming, but it has been a bless-
ing,” Walker said. “They’ve 
touched my heart and made it 
even bigger because of the love 
I have for them.”

Thank you to  
our sponsors 

Louise’s Flowers 
Full Body Fitness Studio 

Fitness 24/7 
Hodge’s Sports & Apparel 

H&H Home and Hardware 

MOTHER’S DAY IS MAY 12

Unexpected 
title blesses 
Marion Mom Margie Walker

Casting Call 
Big crowds turned out for 
four shows over two weeks 
as the Community Arts 
Foundation presented 
Matilda Jr. The Muisical at 
Fohs Hall. Pictured is the 
cast (kneeling) Grier Crider, 
(seated) Aidan Smith and 
Holley Curnel, (front row 
from left) Katie Beth James, 
SkyLynn Brown, Amber 
Smith, Caroline James, Adi-
lynn Curtis, Emme Lynch, 
Abigail James, Hannah 
Peek, Ali Hollis, Zane 
Smith, Alana West, Lilly 
Newcom, Holt Crider, Kai-
lynn Curtis, Kinlee Wood, 
Jacilynn Curtis, Paige Mc-
Mackin, (back row) Willa-
Beth Brown, Dalilah 
McMackin, Zak Smith, Cale 
Tabor, Daisy Mireles and 
Nora Hollis. The show was 
directed by Corey and 
Michelle Crider. 



Cumberland River 
Homes will reveal its 
dream for downtown 
Salem revitalization Sat-
urday during a festival 
from 10:30 a.m.-5 p.m., 
at the Salem Baptist 
Church parking lot. 

There will be live 
music, food, inflatables, 
face painting and a pet-
ting zoo to raise money 
for Cumberland River 
Homes’ plan to create 
new opportunities for its 
clients. 

The non-profit organi-
zation plans to construct 
training facilities on the 
south side of Main Street 
adjacent to the Salem 
Post Office.  

Cumberland River 
Homes provides sup-
ported living and social 
services for adults with 
developmental and intel-

lectual disabilities and 
acquired brain injuries.  

Five businesses have 
donated gifts valued at 
over $2,500 to be given 
away through raffles. 

All donations to Cum-
berland River Homes are 
tax deductible.

McClure 
Charles W. McClure, 

73, of Marion, died Wed-
nesday, May 1, 2024 at 
his home. 

He had 
worked as 
a sales 
manager in 
the auto-
m o t i v e 
b u s i n e s s 
and was a 
U n i t e d 
States Army 
veteran. He 
was a member 
of Marion 
First Cumber-
land Presbyte-
rian Church and was an 
avid sportsman. 

Surviving are a 
brother, Bill McClure; a 
sister, Phyllis (Brigham) 
Kirk, both of Marion, KY; 
two nephews, Brian 
(Kaitlyn) Berry and Matt 
Berry; a niece, Abby (Tre-
vor) Peppler; and great-
nephew, Bo Berry, all of 
Marion. 

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, JoAnn 
Hodges McClure; and her 
parents,           Herbert R. 
and Martha Jane Moran 
McClure. 

Funeral services were 
Monday, May 6 at Myers 
Funeral Home with bu-
rial in Sugar Grove Cem-
etery. Donations may be 
made to Gideons Inter-
national in lieu of 
flowers. 

Buckingham 
James “Melvin” Buck-

ingham, 81, of Crit-
tenden County, died 
Thursday, May 2, 2024 
at Baptist Health Padu-

cah. 
He enjoyed spending 

time with his grandkids, 
playing the guitar, wood-
working, tending his 
flowers, riding his Harley 
Davidson, and was an 
avid yard sale enthusiast. 
He was a member of 
Freedom General Baptist 
Church. 

Surviving are his wife 
Lena (Swinford) Bucking-
ham; four daughters, Ca-
precia Simmons of Ft. 
Worth, Texas, Brandi 
(Brandon) Hard of Para-
dise, Texas, Gayle (Jim) 
Guess and Tina (Brad) 
Walker, both of Marion; a 
brother, Kenneth 
(Brenda) Buckingham of 
Paducah; seven grand-
children, Luke Simmons, 
Ivy Simmons, Jett Hard, 
Maverick Hard, Brad 
Guess, Jason Guess and 
Jessie Walker; four great-
grandchildren, Courtney 
Berry, Gwen Guess, 
Brinley Tramble and 
Jasely Guess; and a 
niece, Mitzi Mason. 

He was preceded in 
death by a son, Lynn 
Driskill; his parents,  
Delbert and Verline 
Buckingham; and a 
sister, Phyllis McDougal. 

Services were Sunday, 
May 5 in the chapel of 
Boyd Funeral Directors 
and Cremation Services 
with Bro. David Perry-
man officiating. Burial 
was in Mapleview Ceme-
tery. 

Crider 
Ola Rhea Crider, 80, of 

Marion, died Sunday, 
May 5, 2024 at Princeton 
Health and Rehabilita-
tion Center.   She was a 
member of Piney Fork 
Cumberland Presbyte-
rian Church. 

Ola Rhea loved to drive.  
Over the course of her 
life, she was a school bus 
driver, PACS bus driver, 
Rocket Band bus driver 
and avid road tripper.  In 
the 1970s, she owned a 
ceramic shop on the town 
square and finally retired 
from Crittenden Health 
Systems where she held 
numerous jobs from 
clerk to physical therapy 
technician. She was a 
seamstress, painter, 
weaver and amazing 
cook.  She volunteered in 
both the community and 
her church.  She was a 
beacon of light to her 
children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchild and all 
who knew and loved her. 

Surviving are her chil-
dren, Patricia Gage of 
Marion and Greg (Mary) 
Crider of Bethpage, 
Tenn.; two sisters, Caro-
lyn (Harold) Cannon and 
Elaine (Ronnie) Shinall, 
both of Marion; three 
brothers, Vernon (Linda) 
Gilland of Fredonia, Paul 
Gilland of Fredonia and 
Dwight Gilland of Mar-
ion; five grandchildren, 
Amanda (Wes) Stallings, 
Ian (Brittany) Crider, 
John Michael Gage, 
Jacob Gage and Emma 
Rhea Gage; and great-
grandson, Isaiah Crider. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Ray and Ola Mae Gilland; 
and two sisters, Faye 
George and Connie Gil-
land. 

Memorial services are 
at 3 p.m., Saturday May 
11 at Piney Fork Cum-
berland Presbyterian 
Church. 

Gilbert Funeral Home 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. 
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Community Calendar 
Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s  

meetings in this free, weekly community calendar.

Thursday, May 9 
• Line dancing class is at 9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden 
County Senior Citizens Center. 
•The Virgil Jones VFW in Marion will meet at 6:30 
p.m., at its building at 412 N. College St., in Marion. 
• Prime Time Reading is offered from 3:30-5:30 p.m., 
each Thursday in May and June 6 at the Crittenden 
County Public Library. It is a family-based event led by 
professional storytellers/educators that presents 
reading and discussion strategies proven to increase 
creativity, critical thinking skills and academic success. 
Dinner and door prizes are provided. Contact direc-
tor@crittendenlibrary.org to sign up. 
Monday, May 13  
• Dee Heimgartner will present a class on Pressed 
Flowers at 5:30 p.m., at the Crittenden County Exten-
sion Annex. Learn how to press flowers for preserva-
tion and make a bookmark to take home. Call (270) 
65-5236 to register. 
Tuesday, May 14  
• Hooks and Needles will meet at 1 p.m., at the Crit-
tenden County Extension Annex to cross stich sun-
flowers. Participants should take scissors and needles.  
• After Hours club meets at 5 p.m., at the Crittenden 
County Extension Office.  
Wednesday, May 15  
•A Walk in the Park begins at 3 p.m., each Wednesday 
at Marion City-County Park. Meet in the top parking lot 
to walk the trail. 
Thursday, May 16  
• Mental Health Month will be observed at New Begin-
nings Out-patient Behavioral Health in Salem during 
an open house from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., with information 
provided by mental health nurse practitioners Jessi 
Sigler and Kaitlin Loveless and nurse practitioner Jen-
nifer Johnson. A gift basket drawing, goodie bags and 
refreshments will be offered, and staff will answer 
questions about the program’s benefits. 
Saturday, May 18 
• An all-you-can eat breakfast is offered from 7-10 a.m. 
at Salem Masonic Lodge #81.The lodge is located at 
237 W. Main St., in Salem.  Cost is $6. 
• The families of Roscoe Bradley Sutton and Mable 
Lucille Hargrove Sutton are having a family reunion at 
11 am at the Crittenden County Lions Club Building at 
the Crittenden County Fairgrounds. The reunion is 
held annually on the third Saturday of May. 

Festival Saturday 
benefits CR Homes

Online 
Condolences 

myersfuneralhomeonline.com 
boydfuneraldirectors.com  

gilbertfunerals.com 

 
Most obituaries in this  

newspaper are free. Ask your 
funeral director about custom, 

fee-based obituaries.

Mom 
crown 

Contest entries  
reflect respect 
for May holiday

All moms wear crowns 
whether the title was 
earned in a hospital de-
livery room or by an-
swering the call of 
children in need. 

As we prepare to 
honor 
moms Sun-
day or re-
member 
the love we 
received 
from those 
who have 
passed, it’s  
fitting to 
reflect on 
the road 
that 
brought us 
where we are today.  

In a gesture of cele-
bration for all moms, 
The Crittenden Press 
held its first Queen for a 
Day recognition, solicit-
ing nominations as we 
sought to publicly crown 
one individual for their 
loving kindness.  

When I learned of and 
borrowed the idea of 
Queen for a Day from a 
friend I serve with on the 
Kentucky Press Associa-
tion Board of Directors, I 
knew it would be a 
thought-provoking effort  
resulting in recognition 
for one mom’s persever-
ance. 

What I did not realize, 
however, was how diffi-
cult the selection pro-
cess would be. 

We received more than 
a dozen nominations 
touting the graciousness 
and hard work of very 
deserving mothers. 
Every one of them de-
serves our applause, 
and I’m sure based on 
the heart-felt nomi-
nations, they will be 
showered with love this 
Sunday. 

We received narratives  
praising  compassion, 
encouragement for 
others, love for Jesus 
and putting others 
above themselves.  We 
learned of moms who 
endured pain and heart-
ache. We heard about 
single moms who 
worked multiple jobs 
and sacrificed often to 
care for their children 
and grandchildren. Still 
others wrote about how 
thier mothers’ spirits are 
lifted by helping others 
despite medical trials. 

For a few minutes I 
panicked, realizing I was 
unable to publicly honor 
all Queen nominees.  

Each should feel hon-
ored that their mother or 
daughter nominated 
them. It took time to 
write and submit beauti-
ful words that celebrate 
fortitude and gentleness. 

In the end, we are 
honored to be able to 
recognize Margie Walker, 
who became a mom at 
someone’s recommenda-
tion. Someone knew her 
heart well enough to 
know that she would be 
a good mother to three 
children who were re-
moved from unfavorable 
conditions.  

Walker was brought to 
tears upon accepting 
gifts presented by our 
sponsors, including 
Louise’s Flowers, H&H 
Home and Hardware, 
Full Body Fitness Stu-
dio, Hodge’s Sports and 
Apparel and Fitness 
24/7. The tears came 
from obvious love she 
has for three youngsters 
she has raised the past 
five years. Though the 
children are not hers 
biologically, they fill her 
heart to a fullness she 
never imagined possible 
and we are proud to 
crown her Queen for a 
Day. 

TRASH 
Continued from page 1 

curbside tote. Commer-
cial refers to dumpsters, 
the judge said. 

Pricing will be based on 
frequency and size of 
dumpster. Judge New-

com expects to have mul-
tiple bids. 

When the new contract 
is executed in October, 
all dumpsters in the 
county and city will be 
subject to the new fran-
chise.



Maroney 
takes over 
museum post 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Eddie Maroney’s pas-
sion for history makes 
him ideally suited for his 
new retirement career. 

The well-known local 
electrician has agreed to 
serve as curator of the 
Crittenden County His-
torical Museum. 

When he isn’t mingling 
with visitors, you might 
find him taking a deep 
dive into The Crittenden 
Press archives, many vol-
umes of which are lo-
cated in the museum 
and available for local re-
search. 

Maroney’s mother, Ina 
Mae Little, was once cu-
rator of the museum at 
its former location on 
West Carlisle Street. His 
wife Bernice followed in 
her footsteps, managing 
the museum’s collections 
for 19 years. 

“I always loved coming 
here reading the books,” 
he said. “They said they 
needed a curator, and I 
thought it would be a 
neat thing to do. I’ll be 
able to read anything I 
want to.” 

The museum, located 
on the corner of East Bel-
lville and South College 
streets’s open Wednes-
day through Saturday, 
10 a.m., to 3 p.m. The 

museum is housed in the 
oldest church in Marion, 
built in 1881. The inte-
rior includes the original 
wood floors, pulpit, bal-
cony and stain glass win-
dows. Also inside are 
hundreds of local items 
on display, including a 
large collection of mili-
tary uniforms and serv-
ice-related items dating 
back to the Civil War. 
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Letter to the Editor

kynect.ky.gov/kchip

Congrats, Mom!Congrats, Mom!
12 MONTHS NO-COST POSTPARTUM 

HEALTH COVERAGE FOR MOMS  
ENROLLED IN MEDICAID.

Expectant mothers may be eligible for 12 months of no-cost postpartum health  
coverage through KCHIP or Medicaid. Just visit us at kynect to qualify and enroll.  

Then watch life grow.

STAFF REPORT 
Old Marion Junior High School on 

College Street near the U.S. Post Office 
is coming down this week. 

Condemned by the City of Marion 
due to structural concerns, the build-
ing was also formerly a high school 
built in the 1930s by the Works 
Progress Administration (WPA). 

Owner Tommy Wright said a con-
tractor from Webster County will be 
razing the building. It could take a 
couple of weeks, he said, to tear it 
down and remove all of the debris. 

The clock tower and a railing around 
the cupola have been salvaged, Wright 
said. He also hopes to repurpose some 
of the steel and perhaps some tongue 
and groove wood inside the building. 

Wright is exploring ways to refurbish 
the clock, which was originally built in 
the 1800s. The clock had previously 
been relocated to the cupola from an 
even earlier Marion school. 

“I think it would be nice to put it in 
the new courthouse either as a conver-
sation piece in the lobby, or in a new 
clock tower,” Wright said. 

The wrought iron railing was ac-

quired by Brennan Cruce. He plans to 
incorporate the historic railing along 
with other local artifacts into a porch 
railing of a future home. 

“I am so glad Tommy got it down. It’s 
in great shape,” said Cruce, who is a 
local historian, musician and enter-
tainer.

Writer believes 
decisions made 
before meetings 

 
To the editor: 

Kay Grimes got it right 
in her letter published in 
last week’s paper. Local 
residents do feel that 
their voices are not 
heard, that their input is 
unwanted and that some 
decisions are pre-deter-
mined. 

I have never attended a 
fiscal court meeting, so I 
cannot comment on its 
sessions. But I have been 
a regular attendee at city 
council meetings. They 
have become just like 
what Ms. Grimes said 
about the insurance tax. 
The decision has already 
been made before the 
public’s potential involve-
ment. It’s just a required 
procedure to inform the 
public, but the outcome 
has been pre-deter-
mined. 

Timing of the meeting 
in question is an issue. 
Why was it set for a diffi-
cult time of day for resi-
dents to attend? I 
suspect city leaders were 
glad no one showed up to 

speak out. Why was the 
special meeting not set 
up at the same time as 
the monthly meetings? 
Council members all 
make those 5 p.m., meet-
ings, but a mid-day 
meeting would be hard to 
make for the member 
who works in another 
county and possibly diffi-
cult for those members 
who are employees of 
local businesses. Other 
special meetings have 
been called at 12 p.m., 
and 1 p.m., which puts 
the working public at a 
disadvantage. But what-
ever the time of any 
meeting, the city admin-
istration has pre-decided 
most issues for us. 

Recently, the council 
voted to spend $130,000 
for lights at the park. 
That $130,000 could 
have been used for 
needed city projects. The 
city bought a few fire hy-
drants but doesn’t have 
the money to install 
them. Couldn’t some of 
the lights funding have 
been used for this highly-
needed purpose? 

With the water situa-
tion in Marion, the mayor 
and council are moving 
forward with the plan to 
connect Marion’s water 

supply with Crittenden-
Livingston Water Dis-
trict. It was decided by 
council this was the best 
option, even though an-
other plan with Princeton 
supplying water routed 
through Fredonia, would 
have a significantly lower 
cost and a less comple-
tion time. The Critten-
den-Livingston hook-up 
could take 8 to 10 years 
and will be very costly. 
But the council wants to 
use the Crittenden-Liv-
ingston connection even 
though it will require 
that district to make 
major upgrades to its 
system. 

Part of the problem 
may be that the majority 
of the council is new to 
the job and understand-
ably takes short steps at 
first and have given little 
input. That only shows 
the need for them and 
their leader to seek out 
the thoughts and feelings 
of their subjects. But we 
know from recent history 
that will not happen. 
Trust in Marion’s govern-
ing body is on the de-
cline. 

Glen Leslie 
Marion, Ky.Old school razed this week; 

clock salvaged to repurpose 

The signature feature of the old school 
on College Street, a clock tower, has 
been removed and will be repurposed.

Eddie Maroney

Hodge’s Sports and 
Apparel celebrated its 
50th anniversary Satur-
day with a large sale 
and many giveaways. 
More than 500 people 
came through the store 
to help celebrate and 
the Hodges gave away 
300 hot dogs at 
lunchtime. Pictured are 
(from left) Crittenden 
County Chamber of 
Commerce member 
Steve Watson, Britt 
Hodge Wright, Barbara 
Hodge, Leroy Hodge 
and Chamber mem-
bers Dana Hayes and 
Kayla Davis.



Fed considering softer 
approach to marijuana 

The Associated Press reported 
late last week that U.S. Drug En-
forcement Administration is 
working on a plan to reclassify 
marijuana as a less dangerous 
drug. Many states have eased 
laws on pot, but it remains a 
Schedule I drug in the federal 
court’s eyes. 

By reclassifying marijuana as a 
Scheduled III drug, such as keta-
mine and some anabolic 
steroids, the DEA’s decision 
would have ripple effects across 
the country. 

Some Democratic leaders in 
Washington are calling for fur-
ther softening, saying marijuana 
should be regulated like alcohol.  

President Joe Biden called for a 
review of the federal marijuana 
law in October 2022, reports the 
AP, and moved to pardon thou-
sands of Americans convicted 
federally of simple possession of 
the drug. He has also called on 
governors and local leaders to 
take similar steps to erase mari-
juana convictions. 

A Gallup poll last fall found 
70% of adults support legaliza-
tion, the highest level yet 
recorded by the polling firm and 
more than double the roughly 
30% who backed it in 2000. 

Opponents of lessening the 
penalties for marijuana posses-
sion say it’s a gateway drug that 
leads to harder addictions. 

 

ARPA funds buy jail 
laundry equipment 

With some help from a COVID 
grant, Crittenden County Deten-
tion Center got some new laun-
dry equipment, saving the jail 
about $30,000. 

Jailer Athena Hayes said she 
learned about the opportunity to 
leverage funds from the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act to benefit 
the jail, which was looking to re-
place aging washers and dryers. 

Crittenden County Health De-
partment was integral in helping 
the jail secure the funds to buy 
six washers and four dryers. 

 
 

State completes audit 
of 2022 county taxes 

State Auditor Allison Ball last 
week released the audit of the 
sheriff’s settlement for 2022 
taxes in Crittenden County.  

State law requires the auditor 
to annually audit the accounts of 
each county sheriff. In compli-
ance with this law, the auditor 
issues two sheriff’s reports each 
year: one reporting on the audit 
of the sheriff’s tax account, and 
the other reporting on the audit 
of the fee account used to oper-
ate the office. 

Auditing standards require the 
auditor’s letter to communicate 
whether the financial statement 
presents fairly the receipts, dis-
bursements, and excess fees of 
the Crittenden County Sheriff in 
accordance with accounting 
principles generally accepted in 
the United States of America. 
The sheriff’s financial statement 
did not follow this format, Ball 
reports. However, the sheriff’s 
financial statement is fairly pre-
sented in conformity with the 
regulatory basis of accounting, 
which is an acceptable reporting 
methodology. This reporting 
methodology is followed for all 
120 sheriff audits in Kentucky. 

The sheriff’s financial state-
ment fairly presents the taxes 
charged, credited, and paid for 
the period Jan. 1, 2023 through 
Aug. 31, 2023 in conformity 
with the regulatory basis of ac-
counting. 

The audit contains the follow-
ing finding: The Crittenden 
County sheriff’s official receipt 
of taxes transferred from the 
outgoing sheriff was materially 
understated. The Crittenden 
County sheriff’s official receipt 
of taxes transferred from the 
outgoing sheriff was materially 
understated by $39,489. Prop-
erty tax bills collected at the end 
of December 2022 were not 
marked paid in the sheriff’s tax 
software by the former book-
keeper until Jan. 3, 2023. The 
incoming sheriff took office on 
Jan. 1, 2023, and these tax bills 
were included on the January 
2023 monthly report. 

We recommend the Crittenden 
County Sheriff’s office ensure 

tax bills are marked paid in the 
tax software in a timely manner. 
In addition, we recommend the 
sheriff use the correct reports 
when preparing the official re-
ceipt in the future. 

During administration 
changes, it appeared tax pay-
ments were collected under out-
going and credited to incoming 
administration. New policies 
have been put into place regard-
ing payments posted on the 
same day as collected. 

The sheriff’s responsibilities 
include collecting property 
taxes, providing law enforce-
ment, and performing services 
for the county fiscal court and 
courts of justice. The sheriff’s 
office is funded through statu-
tory commissions and fees col-
lected in conjunction with these 
duties. 

The audit report can be found 
on the auditor’s website. 

 
 

295 bridge at Lyon line 
south of D’Burg will  
remain closed longer 

Motorists traveling between 
Lyon and Crittenden counties are 
still having to self detour around 
a bridge on KY 295 at the county 
line which has been closed since 
early March. It appears the bridge 
will be remain closed for at least a 
few more months. There is some 
indication that it could be re-
placed at some point after July 1, 
at the earliest. 

A routine inspection in March of 
the bridge that spans Livingston 
Creek found deterioration of 
structural beams underneath it. 
The bridge is located between Joe 
Peek Road in Lyon County and 
Millie Peek Road in Crittenden 
County.  

This is a state bridge on a state 
highway and Kentucky Trans-
portation Cabinet is responsible 
for its repair or replacement. 

Signs and barricades are posted 
on either side. About 675 vehicles 
travel across that bridge on a 
given day, according to Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet data. 

 

US 60 West turning 
lane work starts later 
this month at school 

As soon as school is out, Ken-
tucky Transportation Cabinet 
contractors are expected to begin 
work to build a long-anticipated 
turning lane in Marion on US 60 
West between the high and mid-
dle school campus and the hospi-
tal. 

Crittenden County School Su-
perintendent Tonya Driver said 
transportation officials have told 
her the work will not begin until 
after school is out May 24. There 
had been some anticipation that 
the project would begin sooner, 
which would have likely created 
traffic issues in the mornings and 
afternoons at the school. The 
school had already altered its stu-
dent drop-off routes in order to 
accommodate the anticipated is-
sues.  

 

Mills appointed judge 
in McCracken County 

Marion native James “Jamie” 
Mills has been appointed to serve 
as McCracken District Judge, Divi-
sion 2.  

Mills, 44, is a 1998 graduate of 
Crittenden 
County High 
School. He has 
been serving as 
First Assistant 
Common-
wealth’s Attor-
ney in Paducah. 
He is also a cur-
rent candidate 
for District Court 
Judge. 

Mills has practiced law in Mc-
Cracken County since passing the 
bar in 2005. In addition to being  
former First Assistant County At-
torney, he was also a former pub-
lic defender. Additionally, he 
teaches criminal justice at 
WKCTC. 

Mills was sworn-in, at a private 
ceremony last Thursday. An In-
vestiture ceremony will be held on 
Friday, May 10, at 2 p.m. in Court 
Room D of the McCracken County 

Courthouse. All are welcome to 
attend. 

Division 2 District Judge seat 
became vacant last fall with the 
passing of Judge Chris Hollowell. 
A primary election for the non-
partisan seat will be on Tuesday, 
May 21, which will determine 
which two candidates will appear 
on the ballot for the general elec-
tion in November. 

 

Early, no excuse voting 
will begin next Thurs. 

In-person, early voting will be 
available next week on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday at the Crit-
tenden County Office Complex. 
Voting stations will be open from 
8 a.m., to 4 p.m., each day. 

Voters for all precincts may take 
advantage of the no-excuse early 
balloting. Take your driver’s li-
cense to the polling place. 

 

Traffic restrictions for 
commuters crossing 
Ohio River at Henderson 

Several traffic restrictions are 
planned this week to accommo-
date work on Section 1 of the I-69 
Ohio River Crossing.  

Earlier this week, several work-
related delays were observed near 
the crossing. 

Beginning on or after Wednes-
day, May 8, US 41 South at KY 35 
will have one lane closed for a 
bridge deck pour. This closure is 
expected to start around 5 a.m. 
and last until late afternoon. 
There will also be work on KY 
351/2nd Street at US 41 (both di-
rections), one lane closures with 
short-term closures with flagging 
to accommodate a bridge deck 
pour. 

Beginning Thursday, May 9, US 
41 North between KY 351/2nd 
Street Exit and US 60 Interchange 
will have one lane closured for 
barrier extension.  

Beginning on or after Friday, 
May 10, KY 351 West, will be one 
lane for utility work. This lane re-
striction is expected to be in place 
from 4 p.m. to 11 p.m. for 1 day. 

Drivers are encouraged to slow 
down, stay alert and watch for 
new traffic patterns. Actual dates 
and anticipated work may be ad-
justed if inclement weather or 
other unforeseen activities occur. 

Find more information about I-
69 ORX at I69OhioRiverCrossing.com. 

 

McDaniel is honored 
by Ole Miss society 

Kenlee McDaniel of Marion, who 
is majoring in Integrated Market-
ing Communications, was among 
58 rising seniors to join the Tas-
sels Chapter of Mortar Board at 
the University of Mississippi. 

Mortar Board is a national honor 
society that recognizes college 
seniors for their achievements in 
scholarship, leadership and serv-
ice, provides opportunities for 
continued leadership develop-
ment, promotes service to col-
leges and universities and 
encourages lifelong contributions 
to the global community. 

Criteria for selection include a 
minimum GPA of 3.0 or top 35% 
of the junior class, whichever is 
higher, and a demonstrated com-
mitment to scholarship, leader-
ship and service. 

The 2024 class of new members 
was initiated into the chapter on 
March 7.  

 

Derby tickets way up 
The price of tickets to the Ken-

tucky Derby was significantly up 
this year, according to ticketing 
technology company Logitix. 
Tracking tickets across multiple 
exchanges on the secondary mar-
ket, Logitix reported the average 
price paid per ticket this year was 
$758.58, not including fees. That 
is a 35% increase compared to 
2023, when tickets sold for an 
average of $492.03 per ticket. 

 The 150th Kentucky Derby 
produced one of the most dra-
matic finishes in history as three 
horses finished within a nose at 
the wire. Mystik Dan won the race, 
hanging on with two challengers 
closing at the end. It was the 
closest three-horse photo finish 
since 1947. Mystik Dan, an 18-1 
shot, edged Sierra Leone by a 
nose, with Forever Young another 
nose back in third on Saturday. 
Sierra Leone was the most expen-
sive horse in the race at $2.3 mil-
lion. 

 
Between Printed Editions  

Tune in to The Press Online 
for breaking news.  

We also ask that you subscribe to  
our YouTube Channel.  

It’s a Free Service to Our Readers! 

 50 YEARS AGO 
May 9, 1974 
n Jayne E. Clark, a sophomore at Murray State Uni-
versity and a 1973 graduate of Crittenden County High 
School, was added to the staff of The Crittenden Press 
until her return to school the following fall. She worked 
as a news and feature writer and photographer in addi-
tion to assisting with production of the paper. 
n Congratulations were extended to more than 100 
students at Western Kentucky University’s annual 
Awards Day Banquet by President Dero G. Downing. 
Dr. John D. Parker, of the Department of Government 
Faculty, presented a plaque to the recipient of the Pi 
Sigma Alpha National Political Science Honor Society 
Award for the Outstanding Government Major, Stuart L. 
Phillips, a senior from Marion. 
n Honor graduate Linda Lou Hunt of Marion, a magna 
cum laude graduate of Murray State University in the 
1974 spring commencement, was photograph as she 
accepted her degree and the congratulations of Dr. 
Constanine W. Curris, university president. Hunt 
earned a bachelor's degree in business education.  
 

25 YEARS AGO 
May 13, 1999 
n Most children had to skip school to go fishing, but 
not students at Crittenden County Elementary School. 
Physical education instructor Angela Starnes arranged 
for the use of a pond owned by Harold Collins that lies 
just across the fence from the school playground. 
Starnes said all children had the opportunity to fish dur-
ing their regular PE class time with cane poles. 
n Andy Hunt and Jessi McDowell received plaques 
and bonds for their 4-H project books entered in the 
Pennyrile Area competition. Hunt was selected cham-
pion in two projects and received a $100 savings bond. 
McDowell received a $50 bond for her championship. 
n The FFA chapter from Crittenden County High 
School was one of 43 schools across Kentucky, Ten-
nessee and Illinois participating in the 47th annual FFA 
Field Day at Murray State University’s West Kentucky 
Exposition Center. Chapters accumulated points in 
competition by counting the five highest of nine team 
scores and the four highest of the five individual scores 
in the field day contest. A total of 1,284 students com-
peted in 17 events. 
 

10 YEARS AGO 
May 8, 2014 
n May is National Beef Month and James Comer 
stated that he knew of two great ways to celebrate: 
start grilling delicious steaks and burgers and tell 
everyone you know about all the benefits of beef. Ac-
cording to the Kentucky office of National Agricultural 
Statistics Service, there were 8,900 head of beef cattle 
in Crittenden County in 2013 and 16,300 head of cattle 
in all. 
n Crittenden County High School students Cole Foster 
and Lauren Beavers were selected to attend the 2014 
Governor’s Scholars program held in June of that year. 
n Crittenden County senior Aaron Owen signed to 
study business and play golf at Transylvania University 
in the fall of 2014.  

4                                                                                                                                    THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, May 9, 2024

Mills

  

The 
Crittenden  

Press 
 

USPS 138-260 Copyright 2023 

125 E. Bellville St. | P.O. Box 191 
Marion, KY 42064 

270.965.3191 | www.the-press.com 
 

Chris Evans, editor & publisher 
Allison Evans, advertising director 

Alaina Barnes, creative design 
Kayla Maxfield, reporter 
Jamie Brown, delivery 

 
The Crittenden Press (USPS 138-260) is published 
weekly by The Crittenden Press Inc., P.O. Box 191, 125 
E. Bellville St., Marion, KY 42064. Periodicals postage 
paid at Marion, KY and at additional mailing offices. Sub-
scriptions $38 to $75 per year. POSTMASTER: Send ad-
dress changes to The Crittenden Press, P.O. Box 191, 
Marion, KY 42064. 

 
Newsprint is a renewable resource. Recycling bins are located  
at the county’s convenience center on U.S. 60 east of Marion.

Will your license fly? 
That’s the question state 
officials urge Kentuck-
ians to ask themselves as 
only one year remains 
before federal REAL ID 
Act enforcement starts 
May 7, 2025. After that 
date, a REAL ID state-is-
sued driving or identity 
credential or another fed-
erally accepted form of 
REAL ID, like a passport, 
will be required for air 
travel checkpoints or ac-
cess to military bases or 

federal buildings that re-
quire identification. 

State-issued REAL ID 
driving and identity cre-
dentials must be re-
quested in person at any 
Driver Licensing Regional 
Office operated by the 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet (KYTC). A valid 
passport or passport 
card, military ID or De-
partment of Defense ID 
are other common forms 
of acceptable ID.  

 

REAL ID requird to fly in 1 year
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Welding fun(draiser) 

Welders in a class at Crittenden County High School made eight fire pits that were 
sold as a fundraiser to purchase welding supplies and equipment. Todd Riley (back 
left), owner of Riley Tool & Machine, is partnering with the school system to teach 
welding. The same type of class is being taught at Saturn Machine in Sturgis in 
hopes of training high school students for careers at Riley’s or Saturn. Pictured 
(from left) are Phoenix Clayton, Chase Conyer, Grayson James (in the truck), Sarah 
Watson, Jayson Ford and Donald Samuels. Not pictured is Johah Reddick.

Floral design 
Betty Leppek, right, watches as Elliot West demonstrates techniques for arranging 
flowers. West presented the class in conjunction with the Crittenden County Exten-
sion Service.

Stamp out 
hunger is 
Saturday 

On Saturday, local 
letter carriers will partici-
pate in the National As-
sociation of Letter 
Carriers' Stamp Out 
Hunger National Food 
Drive — the largest one-
day food drive in the na-
tion. 

Carriers will collect 
non-perishable food left 
at mailboxes and deliver 
it to local food pantries. 

More than 1.82 billion 
pounds of food has been 
collected and delivered 
during the event’s 30-
year history. 



Mattoon Crittenden’s first consolidated school
March 1, 1929 Coun-

ty Board Meets
The groundwork for 

Crittenden’s 昀rst consoli-
dated school was created 
in March of 1929 when 
the Board of Ed-
ucation set up a 
meeting with the 
patrons of the 
various schools 
near Repton to 
discuss the mat-
ter of a school 
center.  The 
meeting was to 
be held at the 
Post Oak School 
house.

Super in ten -
dent F. F. Mc-
Dowell told The 
Press that many 
people had asked 
for this meeting 
and plans have 
been arranged.  
Everyone is 
urged to be present and 
to ask questions relative 
to the school.

At the meeting a pro-
posed consolidation of 
schools near Repton 
will be discussed.  The 
schools included are 
Post Oak, Seminary, Ap-
plegate, Going Spring, 
Moore’s, Oakland and 
possibly others.

A modern building for 
this community school 
center would be con-
structed at some central-
ly located point.  None 
of the schools intend-
ed for consolidation are 
as much as a mile from 
the highway, making it 
easy to provide modern 
transportation. The new 
school, it is said, would 
require only three teach-
ers, where as six or more 
are now employed.

At the meeting sen-
timent concerning the 
project was almost unan-
imously in favor of the 
idea.  A centrally located 
point would be selected 
and on that site a mod-
ern school building will 
be constructed, using 
for the most part, vol-
unteer labor, which was 
promised at the meeting.  
Students would be taken 
to school in a motor bus 
provided by the county 
school board.

Motor transportation 
would be provided for the 
students from the dis-
tricts to be consolidated.  
This was highly favored 
by the parents of the stu-
dents that would be at-
tending. 

The board was asked 
to also provide two years 
high school work for 

students attending the 
school center.

–––
March 22, 1929.  Loca-

tion of New School.
At a meeting of the 

C r i t t e n d e n 
County Board 
of Education 
with Fred F. 
M c D o w e l l , 
super inten -
dent of coun-
ty schools, 
u n a n i m o u s 
approval was 
given for the 
consolidation 
of six schools 
near Repton.  
Schools to be 
consolidated 
are Post Oak, 
Seminary, Ap-
plegate, Go-
ing Springs, 
Moore’s and 
Oakland. 

The county board of 
education, after making a 
close study of the school 
situation around Repton 
and Mattoon, have de昀-
nitely decided to carry 
out the program and have 
the new school ready for 
the coming term, provid-
ed the citizens keep their 
part of the agreement 
with regard to contribut-
ing labor.

Old school property is 
to be sold and the pro-
ceeds used in helping to 
昀nance the construction 
of a modern 昀ve-room 
building to be used as a 
school center.

Much of the labor for 
the building of the new 
school house was prom-
ised free of charge, the 
promises being made at a 
recent community meet-
ing held at the Post Oak 
School house. 

The location for the 
new consolidated school 
is to be near Mattoon, a 
central location for the 
schools involved in the 
project. 

No teacher will have 
more than two or three 
grades at best.

–––
May 17, 1929.  Con-

struction Starts
J. C. McGraw, Sul-

livan contractor, will 
start to work at once on 
the construction of the 
framework of Crittenden 
County’s 昀rst consolidat-
ed school, which is being 
built near Mattoon on U. 
S. Highway 60.   

The foundation is com-
plete and was laid in 
place by volunteer labor 
from citizens of the six 
districts to be consolidat-

ed.  Later the people will 
be asked to build steps 
and outhouses and to 
beautify the grounds.

A large basement has 
been made and will con-
tain a heating system, a 
lunch room and a home 
economics department.  
The new building will 
have six rooms and a 
large auditorium and 
gymnasium combined. 

It is estimated that 
there will be between 175 
and 200 pupils in atten-
dance.

After the 昀rst year, in 
order to meet the needs 
of the enrollment, Mat-
toon became a four-year 
high school.

–––
April of 1931.  First 
Graduating Class.

Mattoon High School 
had four students to 
graduate.  They were 
Frederick Brown, Mary 
Evalena Cook, Lee Etta 
Howerton and Alma Leta 
Nunn.  This was the 昀rst 
graduating class from 
Mattoon High School.  
Mr. H. W. Faith was prin-
cipal at this time.

–––
Dec. 18, 1953. School 

destroyed by 昀re.
The graded school 

building at Mattoon was 
destroyed by 昀re yes-
terday, Dec. 17.  The 
one-story frame struc-
ture contained six class 
rooms, an auditorium, 
and two of昀ces.

The 昀re, of unknown 
origin, was discovered 
about 4:00 o’clock p.m., 
after everyone had left the 
building and gone to their 
homes at the time when 
the school had been dis-
missed for the day.

The Marion Fire De-
partment was called to 
the scene of the blaze, 
but the 昀re had already 
gained such headway 
that the Department 
could render practically 
no help.  All the contents 
of the building were also 

lost in the 昀re.
The Mattoon School 

was formerly a high 
school in the county 
system, but had been a 
graded school for the past 
several years.  The high 
school was discontinued 
and consolidated into the 
Crittenden County High 
School at Marion.

–––
July 1954 – New Mod-

ern School 
In July of 1954 Braxton 

McDonald, superinten-
dent of Crittenden Coun-
ty school system, gave his 
report to The Crittenden 
Press on the progress of 
the new school being con-
structed.

A modern new build-
ing is now being erected 
at Mattoon to replace the 
old structure that was de-
stroyed by 昀re.  This new 
elementary unit is for 
students in grades one 
through eight, contains 
six classrooms, an of昀ce, 
large restrooms, stor-
age and furnace room, 
lunch room and kitchen 
combination and later a 
multi-purpose room. 

The new building will 
be one of the most mod-
ern in the county. Its 
dimensions are 55x133 
feet and also has indoor 
toilets. The new one-story 
edi昀ce is situated on the 
lot of the old school, is of 
concrete block and brick 
veneer construction.

The enrollment at 
Mattoon is around 200, 
which now includes the 
enrollments from nearby 
one-room schools of Bak-
er, Dempsey, Bells Mines, 
Weston, Heath, Prospect, 
and Hoods Creek.

McDonald also point-
ed out that the Mattoon 
Parent-Teachers Associ-
ation had raised money 
through public donation 
to build the cafeteria 
and are also planning to 
equip it. 

When school opened 
that fall of 1954, the 

new Mattoon school was 
ready for the students.  

–––
Spirit Lives On.

Mattoon school had 
been through many 
changes during its life-
time.  The consolida-
tion of more one-room 
schools, the removal of 
the high school grades 
to Crittenden County, 
then later the seventh 
and eighth grades being 
moved to the Crittenden 
County Middle School 
and the 昀nal ending with 
the closing of the school 
in the fall of 1981 as 
they were consolidated 
with the new Critten-
den County Elementary 
School in Marion.  

All our communities 

hated to see the closing 
of their schools.  It is 
hard on the community, 
parents and students to 
lose their neighborhood 
schools.  It is devastating 
to a community when it 
loses its school. 

But I’m sure the Spir-
it of Mattoon will always 
live in the hearts of the 
students that once went 
to school there.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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The Mattoon Consolidated School, consisting of grades 
1-8, plus a 2-year high school, is seen completed and 
ready for opening day in the fall of 1930. Also shown is 
the motor transportation that would be provided for the 
students from the closed districts. It was the 昀rst consol-
idated school in Crittenden County and one of the 昀rst in 
the state, according to Supt. F. F. McDowell.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Crittenden County Board of Elections
shall offer no-excuse, in-person Early Vot-

ing for the primary election in the new Crit-
tenden County Office Complex at 200

Industrial Dr. in Marion on:
• Thursday, May 16 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• Friday, May 17 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• Saturday, May 18 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

This notice is given pursuant to Kentucky statutes

GoVote.ky.gov
To find find a sample ballot for your party’s primary election

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

LOOK TO US FOR YOUR
BASIC PHONE SERVICE

TDS Telecom offers the following local exchange  
telecommunications services to all customers 
throughout its serving area:

– Voice grade access to the public 
 switched network;
– Local exchange service;
– Dual tone multi-frequency signal;
– Single party service;
– Access to emergency service;
– Access to operator services;
– Access to interexchange service;
– Access to directory assistance; and
– Toll blocking without charge to qualified 
 low income customers.

Below are the monthly rates for local exchange  
service:

Residential Monthly Rate* Business Monthly Rate*

 $10.91 $16.06

Monthly discounts are available to residential 
customers meeting certain low income criteria.

For more information, contact TDS Telecom 
toll-free at 1-888-CALL-TDS.

*The above rates do not include charges for long distance, operator services, 
Directory Assistance, 911 emergency service, optional local calling plans, manda-
tory local mileage or zone charges, or other state and federal taxes/surcharges.              
210563KYSA/3-24/12842

PUBLIC NOTICE
Crittenden County Board of Elections will
meet at 8 a.m. Tuesday, May 21 in Critten-

den County Clerk’s Office in the new Crit-
tenden County Office Complex at 200

Industrial Dr. in Marion to process excused mail-in ab-
sentee ballots returned for the primary election. Results
of absentee balloting will not be released until after 6
p.m. that same day.

This notice is given pursuant to Kentucky statutes

GoVote.ky.gov
To find out where you will vote in this year’s primary election



for sale
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to 
post a classi昀ed ad.

sales
Estate sale, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m.,  Friday, May 10 and 
9 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday, 
May 11 at 205 Clark St., 
Marion. Amish bedroom 
suite, refrigerator, stove, 
jewelry of all kinds, liv-
ing room suite, clothes, 
outside storage building. 
Rain or shine. Not re-
sponsbile for accidents. 
(1t-19-p)

services
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock 
driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-30-p)
Springtime is here! Do 
you need a job done? Big 
or small, give us a call, 
( 270) 704-1888. Better 
Built Home Solutions: 
Decks, pressure washing, 
window washing, roo昀ng, 
painting, tree trimming/
cutting, general main-
tenance jobs and much 
more! Free estimates! 
(8t-19-c) ks
Weekend remodeling. 
Flooring, decks, small 
carpentry work. Call Ben 
Evans and Gabe Mott 
(270) 704-5977 or (270) 
704-6158. (TfC)

notices
Donations for the upkeep 
of Old Mt. Zion Cemetery 
may be sent to: Old Mt. 
Zion Cemetery, ℅ Col-
leen Harbour, 246 Cotton 
Patch Rd., Marion, KY 
42064. (1t-19-p)
COMMONWEALTH OF 
KENTUCKY CRITTEN-
DEN CIRCUIT COURT 
CASE NO. 23-CI-00071 
EVERETT GUESS, and 
wife, CHRISTY GUESS, 
DENNIS GUESS, and 
wife, LISA GUESS, 
PLAINTIFFS vs. HEIRS 
OF DONALD MCCLURE, 
deceased, HEIRS OF 
BONNIE MCCLURE 
APODACA, deceased, 
DEFENDANTS NOTICE 
OF SALE. By virtue of 
a Judgment and Order 
of Sale rendered by the 
Crittenden Circuit Court 
on the 8TH DAY OF FEB-
RUARY, 2024, I will on 
THURSDAY, MAY 16TH, 
2024, at the hour of 11:00 
a.m. or as soon thereafter 
as possible at the Court-
house door in the City of 
Marion, Crittenden Coun-
ty, Kentucky, proceed to 
offer for sale to the high-
est and best bidder the 
following described real 
property located in Crit-
tenden County, Kentucky, 
to-wit: Property Address: 

2281 Mott City Road, 
Marion, Crittenden Coun-
ty, Kentucky 42064, Map 
No. 071-10-04-006.00. 
Subject to all restrictions, 
conditions, covenants, 
and to all legal highways 
and easements. The 
current year’s property 
taxes will be paid by the 
purchaser of the proper-
ty. Purchaser may pay 
cash or said property will 
be sold upon payment 
of 10% deposit, with the 
balance upon credit of 30 
days, the purchaser shall 
execute a good and suf昀-
cient bond with approved 
surety thereon for the 
purchase price, the bond 
to bear interest at the rate 
of 6% per annum from the 
date thereof, until paid, 
and to have the force and 
effect of a judgment, but 
a lien shall be retained 
on said property to fur-
ther secure the payment 
of the purchase price. At 
his option, the purchaser 
may pay cash or pay the 
bond with accrued inter-
est at any time before its 
maturity. Said sale to be 
made free and clear of 
any and all liens, claims, 
rights, title, and interest of 
any and all parties to this 
action. The purchaser will 
be prepared to promptly 
comply with these terms 
or the said property will 
immediately be offered 
again for sale. GIVEN 
under my hand this the 
16th day of April, 2024, 
STEPHEN M. ARNETT, 
Special Master Commis-
sioner (3t-20-c)
On March 19, 2024 Coo-
per Towing & Recovery of 
Marion, KY at request of 
Crittenden County Sher-
iff’s Department, picked 
up a 2012 Chevy Capti-
va plate #KY B96430 on 
Route 120, Marion, Ky., 
and took to 3425 Mott City 
Rd, Marion. Car with Vin# 
3GNAL2EK8CS563111 
belonged to Brent John-
son. Holland Motor Sales 
of 507 S. 12 St., Murray, 
KY issued the temporary 
tag on the vehicle. The 
vehicle will be sold on 
May 31, 2024 for tow bill 
and storage expenses. 
(3t-20-p)
A 1992 Dodge Spir-
it registered to Heather 
R. Soter, Vin# 1B3X-
A4634NF238248, picked 

up 2-23-24 on North Ma-
ple St., Marion, KY at the 
request of Marion Police 
Department will be sold 
Saturday, June 1, 2024 to 
recover cost of towing bil 
and $50 per day storage 
fees. Vehicle was taken 
to 3425 Mott City Rd., 
Marion. There was no li-
cense plate on vehicle. 
Contact Cooper Towing 
& Recovery (270) 704-
0943. (3t-20-p)
On April 1, 2024, Coo-
per Towing & Recovery 
of Marion, KY picked 
up a 1996 Mazda truck 
V i n # 4 F 4 C R 1 6 A X -
VTM17809, no plate on 
vehicle, at request of the 
owner and took it to 3425 
Mott City Rd.., Marion KY. 
Vehicle belonged to Jus-
tin Coursey, 1868 US 60 
E, Salem, KY. Vehicle will 
be sold to recover towing 
and storage fees June 
7, 2024. Contact Cooper 

Towing & Recovery (270) 
704-0943 (3t-21-p)
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Hender-
son Gleaner, The Liv-
ingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by mak-
ing one call for all! For 
more information, contact 
the classi昀ed department 
at (270) 965-3191 or 
email us at advertising@
the-press.com.

bid notice
Bid Notice: The Critten-
den County Fiscal Court 
will be accepting sealed 
bids for the following 
scope of work to be per-
formed on County Bridge 

#028C0033N located at 
the intersection of SR 
855 S. and Main Lake Rd. 
in southern Crittenden 
County. At abutment two 
(2), all timber piles shall 
be encased in reinforced 
and anchored concrete. 
The steel grid decking 
shall be welded to the 
superstructure to prevent 
deck movement. Bids are 
due by May 15, 2024, at 
4:00 p.m. and can be sub-
mitted by mail to Critten-
den County Fiscal Court 
c/o Bridge Repair Bid, 
200 Industrial Dr., Ste. 
A., Marion, KY 42064 or 
by email to kristi.drury@
crittendencountyky.org. 
Bids will be opened and 
read aloud during the reg-
ular meeting of the Fiscal 
Court on May 16, 2024, at 
8:30 a.m. The Crittenden 
County Fiscal Court re-
serves the right to accept 
or reject any or all bids 
in accordance with KRS-
45A. (1t-19-c)
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Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or less are $6 for one 
week, with a 10-cent charge for each word over 
the initial 20. Run the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. Now, all regular 
classi昀ed ads are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no extra charge.
You can also reach more than one million 
readers with one call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 newspapers for only 
$250.
It is the policy of The Crittenden Press Inc., to 
fully comply with the Fair Housing Act and to 
never knowingly publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, 
national origin, sex, disability or family status. If 
you believe an advertisement published in this 
newspaper is discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at (270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for ads on this page 
are within the 270 area code unless otherwise 
noted.



BASEBALL  
CCHS wins in Illinois 
 The Rockets beat Pope 
County, Ill., Tuesday in a 
game at Southeast Illinois 
College’s ballpark. 
   Kaiden Travis had a double 
and triple for the Rockets and 
Hudson Stokes had 4 hits, 
including a double. Chase 
Conyer also doubled and 
pitched 7 innings for the win, 
striking out 10. 
Rockets fall 8-0 to MHS 
  Murray scored half of its 
runs the third inning to beat 
the Rockets 8-0 in a three-
team Saturday doubleheader 
at Morganfield. 
   CCHS managed just 3 hits. 
Chase Conyer doubled and 
Asa McCord and Tyler Belt 
each singled. Otherwise, the 
Rockets had virtually no base 
runners as Murray pitching 
walked just one. 
   Four Rocket errors were 
costly as Murray had 7 hits 
and just 1 earned run against 
CCHS pitchers McCord and 
Belt. 
Rockets 1-hit by Braves 
  Union County jumped on 
the Rockets early, plating 2 
runs in each of the first 3 
frames and two Braves pitch-
ers combined for a 1-hitter to 
beat CCHS 6-3 Saturday at 
Morganfield. 
   Tyler Belt had the Rockets 
only hit, but his team scored 
2 unearned runs on walks 
and errors. 
   Chase Conyer started pitch-
ing for the Rockets, but went 
just 1.2 innings before Jere-
miah Foster came on to finish 
it. Foster fanned 6 over 4.1 
innings, allowing 2 hits and 2 
runs.   

 
SOFTBALL  
Girls rocked at Webster 

Crittenden County was 
rocked hard in 2 innings 
Monday in a 7-1 loss at Web-
ster County. 

The Lady Trojans greeted 
starting CCHS pitcher Brodi 
Rich with 9 hits and 7 runs 
before she was lifted in the 
third. Elliot Evans finished 
the game in the circle, quiten-
ing the bats, but the Lady 
Rockets were unable to get 
the offense going. 

Crittenden’s only run came 
on a fourth-inning solo 
homer by Andrea Federico. It 
was her ninth dinger of the 
season. Evans, Elle McDaniel 

and Morgan Piper had the 
only other hits for CCHS. 

 
Soft start to win at Mayfield  

Despite a soft start on a 
road trip Friday to Mayfield, 
Crittenden County found its 
groove in the third inning and 
blasted the Cardinal girls 16-
6. Crittenden trailed 4-0 be-
fore scoring all 16 runs in 
three innings to end the game 
after the fifth frame due to 
the mercy rule. 

Elliot Evans had 4 hits and 
scored 3 runs. Andrea Fed-
erico and Morgan Piper had 2 
hits apiece and Jaycee 
Champion knocked in 3 
runs. Brodi Rich had 2 RBIs. 

Evans threw the first 4 in-
nings, striking out 6 and Rich 
closed out the game in the 
circle. 

 
CC falls in 8th to Colonels  

Despite having the top of 
the lineup at the plate in the 
bottom of the seventh inning, 
the Lady Rockets were unable 
to break a 4-4 tie and moved 
on to extra innings against 
Christian County last Thurs-
day where they lost 8-6. 

A 3-run homer by Andrea 
Federico – her 8th of the sea-
son – tied the game in the 
bottom of the fifth. 

Jaycee Champion, who has 
been on fire at the plate, led 
CCHS with 3 hits. Elliot 
Evans sccored 2 runs and 
Federico had 3 RBIs. 

Evans and Brodi Rich did 
the pitching. Rich struck out 
8 over 5 innings. Evans was 
tagged with the loss. 

 
TRACK AND FIELD  
Girls relay squad sets 
new mark at Area 1 

Crittenden County’s 4x800 
relay girls continue to per-
form incredibly well this sea-
son. On Saturday, the 
foursome broke its own 
record for the third time, 
posting a time of 11:25.32 in 
the race at Paducah’s Area 1 
Championships. 

Members of the relay team 
in order of start are Mary 
Martinez, Presley Potter, 
Aubrey Grau and Ella Geary.  

Following are complete in-
dividual performances by 
Crittenden County athletes 
participating at the day-long 
meet in Paducah. 

The First Region Meet is 
May 18 at Murray. 

 
GIRLS 

100 Meters 30. Kylie Bloodworth 
16.26, 31. Ruby Peek 16.47. 

200 Meters 24. Shelbi Belt 
30.59, Karsyn Potter 30.98. 
400 Meters 16. Shelbi Belt 
1:09.70, 23. Presley Potter 
1:17.59. 
800 Meters 15. Ella Geary 
2:54.06, 20. Aubrey Grau 
3:01.50. 
1600 Meters 9. Mary Martinez 
6:01.96, 18. Ella Whitney 
7:16.63. 
3200 Meters 8. Mary Martinez 
13:43.95, 10. Ella Whitney 
16:12.77. 
Discus 5. Karsyn Potter 96-10, 
Aubrey Grau 57-01. 
High Jump 13. Presley Potter 4-
02. 
Long Jump 18. Ella Geary 13-
07.25. 
Shot Put 15. Karsyn Potter 23-
09, 26. Layken Gilchrist 17-09. 
4x400 Relay 8. Crittenden 
5:00.15 (P.Potter, E.Geary, 
K.Potter, S.Belt). 

4x800 Relay 5. Crittenden 
11:25.32  (M.Martinez, P.Potter, 
A.Grau, E.Geary). 

BOYS 
100 Meters 33. Gaige Markham 
12.94. 
200 Meters 24. Gaige Markham 
26.44. 
400 Meters 24. Matthew Valen-
tine 1:00.34, 27. Aiden Musser 
1:05. 
800 Meters 26. Landon Starkey 
2:33.53. 
1600 Meters 12. River Rogers 
5:24.29, 18. Landon Starkey 
5:37.40. 
3200 Meters 9. River Rogeres 
12:00.31, 16. Landon Starkey 
12:53.54. 
Discus 23. Grayson James 94-
05, 30. Bryan Chaney 69-0. 
Long Jump 22. Gaige Markham 
13-11.75. 
Shot Put 13. Grayson James 35-
02, 28. Bryan Chaney 23-02. 

SPRING SPORTS 
This week’s games 

THURSDAY 
Softball hosts Union County 
Baseball at University Heights 
FRIDAY 
Softball at Murray 
Baseball hosts CFA 
SATURDAY 
Softball hosts Livingston Central 
Track at Caldwell Final Flight 
MONDAY 
Softball at Caldwell County 
TUESDAY  
Baseball hosts Webster County 
 
  

5th District Standings 

DISTRICT SOFTBALL STANDINGS 
Team                                Overall          Dist 
Trigg County             14-14        3-0 
Livingston Central      26-3         2-1 
Lyon County              12-14        2-2 
Crittenden County     11-15         0-5 
 
DISTRICT BASEBALL STANDINGS 
Lyon County               18-5          6-0 
Livingston Central     10-14        3-3 
Crittenden County     15-11         2-4 
Trigg County              8-12          1-5 

  Games through 5-7-24 
 
OUTDOORS 

Turkey harvest slows 

   Hunters reported mixed reviews on 
the 2024 wild turkey season that 
ended on Sunday after 23 days of 
hunting. Crittenden County’s harvest 
of 357 birds was the second lowest 
total in the last four years. Many 
hunters reported being shutout during 
the season. Earlier than normal warm 
weather and heavy foilage made 
hunting more difficult. In 2023, Crit-
tenden County produced 413 spring 
gobblers. Over the final week of sea-
son, local gunners took just 27 birds. 
Between 2002 and 2013, the county’s 
harvest was never under 400. In mul-
tiple years the harvest was over 500 
during that span. Livingston County’s 
harvest this spring was 300, down 41 
birds from 2023. 
 
FOOTBALL 

Rockets’ schedule 

   Here is the 2024 Crittenden County 
Rocket football schedule. 

Scrimmages 
Aug 9 Marshall County, home 
Aug 16 Madisonville, home 

Regular Season 
Aug 23 Webster County 
Aug 30 Union County (Military Night) 
Sept 6 at McCracken County 
Sept 13 at Hopkins Central 
Sept 20 Bye 
Sept 27 at Owensboro Catholic 
Oct 4 at Murray High 
Oct 11 Ohio County (Young Rockets) 
Oct 18 Mayfield (homecoming) 
Oct 25 at Caldwell County 
Nov 1 Calloway County (Sr Night) 
 

Hunting Seasons 

   Here are some of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Bullfrog                        May 17 - Oct. 31 
Squirrel                       May 18 - June 21 
Coyote                                 Year Round 
Ground hog                         Year Round 

 
FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE 

www.The-Press.com  Sports Tab 
@CrittendenPress on Twitter 

CrittendenPress/youtube.com 
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Rocket senior Casey Cates readies to frame a pitch during a re-
cent game against Union County. Photo by Dawn Summers.

This relay team broke its own record again on Saturday, for the 
third time this spring. Mary Martinez, Presley Potter, Aubrey 
Grau and Ella Geary ran 11:25.32 in the 4x800.

Rocket athlete Gaige Markham lands during a leap in the run-
ning long jump recently at Marion-Crittenden County Park.

Lady Rocket second baseman Morgan Piper prepares to make 
a throw to first after fielding a ground ball.

Registration for Fredonia’s 
recreational baseball and 
softball leagues is now open. 
Sign ups run through May 
18. 

Register by picking up a 
form in Fredonia at Feagan’s 
Furniture, Fredonia Valley 

Bank or Akridge Farm Sup-
ply.  

Opportunities for particpa-
tion are available for ages 3-6 
in T-Ball, 7-10 in Minor 
League Baseball, 11-14 in 
Major League Baseball and 
15-18 in Co-Ed Softball. 

Fredonia softall, baseball sign up



BY ALLISON EVANS 
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS 

Mandi Shuecraft and 
Veronica Herrington are 
part of a time-honored 
tradition on East Carlisle 
Street, both opening new 
businesses in an old 
building designed by 
women for women. 

Both of the women’s 
business ventures are in 
keeping with the original 
goal for the Woman’s 
Club constructed in 
1926. It was designed 
with office spaces on 
either side of a large au-
ditorium designed for 
monthly club meetings. 

The terms repurposing 
or retique, used to de-
scribe painting tech-
niques for furniture, 
werent likely part of the 
1926 vernacular when 
women showed up 
dressed to the nines for 
Woman’s Club meetings. 

Yet the spaces – Studio 
1241/2 and Glam-R-Us – 
provide both Shuecraft 
and Herrington, respec-
tively, a place to practice 
their trades. Women 
serving women, just as 
prescribed by building’s 
original developers.  

Shuecraft’s business is 
flipping furniture, specif-
ically taking outdated 
wooden pieces and bring-
ing them back to life with 
paint or stains .  

“A lot of pieces are heir-
looms that people don’t 
want to get rid of, but 
they want updated to a 
modern boho style and 

don’t know the proper 
steps to do it,” she said. 

Her partner Whitey 
Champion, who she’s 
known since they were in 
elementary school to-
gether in Tolu, will join 
her with embroidered 
and appliquéd shirts 
among other handcrafts.  

Two doors down, Her-
rington modernized the 
other office space into a 
salon where she also 
sells clothing and jew-
elry. 

Shuecraft’s shop, 
which will open later this 

month, will sell Fusion 
Mineral paint along with 
pieces she repurposes for 
resale.  

It’s a hobby that has 
grown into a full-time 
job, and she has COVID-
19 to thank for it. 

“I worked for Audubon 
Area Head Start when we 
were sent home in May 
2020, and that’s when I 
decided to paint my end 
tables,” Shuecraft recalls.  
“I watched some You-
Tube videos and I knew a 
lady in Madisonville who 
was really good. 

“I’ve learned a lot over 
the last few years, and 
found better ways to do 
things.” 

She plans to sell furni-
ture she picked up 
through the years with 
the intention of painting 
and repurposing them. 
To a large degree, those 
pieces were put on the 
back burner as she ac-
cepted custom jobs.  

She posted samples of 
her work on her Renewed 
Treasurers Facebook 
page, which resulted in 
call after call from people 

wanting updates to their 
old wooden furniture. 

The interior of Studio 
1241/2, which is the busi-
ness address, was 
painted a soft coastal 
green for the re-opening, 
thanks to help from 
Shuecraft’s father Danny 
Byford. Her brother 
Jared Byford bought the 
three-unit building when 
it ceased being used as 
the Woman’s Club in 
2023 and renamed the 
auditorium The Venue, 
which is rented for spe-
cial events. 

The building was built 
in 1926 by J.N. Boston & 
Sons to fulfill the need for 
the clubhouse as well as 
“a rest room for the out-
of-town women who 
come to Marion to do 
their shopping,” accord-
ing to original news re-
ports at the time of its 
development. 

Shuecraft hopes to uti-
lize The Venue from time 
to time to teach the tech-
niques of painting or 
staining furniture.
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Female-owned businesses occupy Club

No harm 
from cicadas

Cicadas climbing trees, 
starting their incessant 
mating calls, which ex-
perts at Iowa State Uni-
versity note have been 
likened to “pressing scis-
sors against a grind 
wheel in rapid succes-
sion,” and shed their exo-
skeleton shells.  

Despite their large size 
and bulbous eyes, cica-
das aren’t harmful. Ma-
ture adults come out of 
the soil in spring to breed 
and lay eggs after being 
triggered by warmer soil 
temperatures.  

The University of Flor-
ida’s Book of Insect 
Records says the noises 
cicadas “sing” are how 
they communicate, re-
produce and even scare 
predators away.  

The U.S. Department 
of Health & Human Serv-
ices states that cicada 
songs can reach 90 deci-
bels, which is the equiv-
alent of the noise made 
by a lawn mower or dirt 
bike.

New Marion business owner Mandi Shuecraft applies a coat of paint to a display 
case she will use in her shop.



BY ALLISON EVANS 
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS 

Dustin Greenwell will tell 
you that love can turn an 
electrician into a restaurant 
owner who trades concerns 
over voltage and wattage to 
that of food supply and 
staffing. 

As a result, he’s as pas-
sionate about The Front 
Porch as he is his new bride, 
Marion restauranteur Katie 
Wheeler.  

Greenwell’s enthusiasm for 
the restaurant industry and 
praise from co-workers and 
patrons has put him in the 
spotlight for the food service 
category of The Crittenden 
Press’ 10 Under 40 com-
munity recognition program. 
His wife Katie was the 10 
Under 40 food service honoree 
in 2022. 

Greenwell grew up on a 
farm in Mattoon with vastly 
different career goals than 
managing a Marion restau-
rant. After graduating high 
school in 2017 he began a 
five-year program to become 
an electrician. Halfway 
through that process, he 
began moonlighting at his fi-
ance’s restaurants, The Front 
Porch and Game Day. Last 
month the couple said “I Do.”   

Greenwell places food and 
drink orders for both restau-
rants, monitors food costs 
and spends the majority of his 
time cooking and overseeing a 
staff of teenagers at The Front 
Porch, all the while monitor-
ing the stores of freshly-made 
tarter sauce, hand-breaded 
hushpuppies and homemade 
cornbread. 

“Sunday morning I made 
250 hushpuppies and they 
were gone in less than two 
hours,” he said. 

It isn’t uncommon for The 
Front Porch to run through 
225 pounds of catfish each 
week or fill every table three 
or four times on a midday 
Sunday shift. 

“It was a big change for me 
when I started working with 
Katie,” Greenwell said. “While 
I was still in electrical, the 
first year I left for work in Pa-
ducah or Hopkinsville at 4 
a.m., and worked (at The 
Front Porch) afternoons and 
on weekends or at Game Day, 
and fell in love with it.”  

Soon he traded his tool belt 
for an apron and joined Katie 
full time in the restaurant 
business. 

Greenwell enjoys teaching 
teenage employees, multi-
tasking during the rush of a 
busy shift and coordinating 
the young but mature staff. 
The restaurant is the first job 
for most teenagers, offering 
the couple a chance to train 
but also build relationships. 
To reward their work, the cou-
ple has taken the staff to Holi-
day World and plans to visit a 
zoo this summer. 

His electrical background 
also makes Greenwell a built-
in handyman when a dish-
washer or refrigerator go 
down. 

He’s a good leader, his wife 
says.  

“He leads by example,” 
Katie said. “The way the kids 

respect him is really cool, and 
the kids become confident 
they can do anything.” 

Greenwell enjoys being part 
of his employees’ growth. 

“They come in so scared, 
but as soon as they do it three 
or four months, they learn 
team building, and the res-
taurant business teaches 
them how talk to people re-
spectfully,” He said. “They’re 
good kids.” 

Special sandwiches or 
dishes at The Front Porch 
often are the result of Green-
well’s experimentation, and 
oftentimes he tries new reci-
pes out on Katie’s family, in-
cluding her dad, former Front 
Porch owner Bill Wheeler. 

“He made a catfish sand-
wich with slaw and bacon a 
couple of weeks ago and 
called it the ‘Cat Shack,’ and 
a bunch of people loved it,” 
Katie said. “Another time he 
made a Memphis BBQ wrap 
that had half a baked potato, 
pulled chicken and slaw.” 

At Game Day, where his 
wife spends most of her 
time, the Greenwells are 
doubling the size of the 
game room and have pur-
chased an adjacent 
building for expanded 
private dining and a 
dance area. 

“Without Dustin, I 
wouldn’t have The 
Front Porch,” Katie 
said. “It’s not from a 
lack of passion, but it 
became exhausting 
being at both restau-
rants from open to close, and 
I couldn’t expand Game Day 
without him. 

“One hundred percent, The 
Front Porch wouldn’t be here 
without him. He saved The 
Front Porch.” 

The two are never short on 
conversation at the end of the 
day. Their evening “recaps,” 
as Katie calls, them involve 
topics in the same genre but 
different chapters since each 
report their daily experiences 
at the couple’s two Marion 

restaurants. 
“Even when we are in the

same building, we are in dif
ferent zones,” she said. “He
in the back, I’m in the front

She thinks they make a 
good team.  

“Awesome,” he says. 
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BY ALLISON EVANS 
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS 

Dustin Greenwell will tell 
you that love can turn an 
electrician into a restaurant 
owner who trades concerns 
over voltage and wattage to 
that of food supply and 
staffing. 

As a result, he’s as pas-
sionate about The Front 
Porch as he is his new bride, 
Marion restauranteur Katie 
Wheeler.  

Greenwell’s enthusiasm for 
the restaurant industry and 
praise from co-workers and 
patrons has put him in the 
spotlight for the food service 
category of The Crittenden 
Press’ 10 Under 40 com-
munity recognition program. 
His wife Katie was the 10 
Under 40 food service honoree 
in 2022. 

Greenwell grew up on a 
farm in Mattoon with vastly 
different career goals than 
managing a Marion restau-
rant. After graduating high 
school in 2017 he began a 
five-year program to become 
an electrician. Halfway 
through that process, he 
began moonlighting at his fi-
ance’s restaurants, The Front 
Porch and Game Day. Last 
month the couple said “I Do.”   

Greenwell places food and 
drink orders for both restau-
rants, monitors food costs 
and spends the majority of his 
time cooking and overseeing a 
staff of teenagers at The Front 
Porch, all the while monitor-
ing the stores of freshly-made 
tarter sauce, hand-breaded 
hushpuppies and homemade 
cornbread. 

“Sunday morning I made 
250 hushpuppies and they 
were gone in less than two 
hours,” he said. 

It isn’t uncommon for The 
Front Porch to run through 
225 pounds of catfish each 
week or fill every table three 
or four times on a midday 
Sunday shift. 

“It was a big change for me 
when I started working with 
Katie,” Greenwell said. “While 
I was still in electrical, the 
first year I left for work in Pa-
ducah or Hopkinsville at 4 
a.m., and worked (at The 
Front Porch) afternoons and 
on weekends or at Game Day, 
and fell in love with it.”  

Soon he traded his tool belt 
for an apron and joined Katie 
full time in the restaurant 
business. 

Greenwell enjoys teaching 
teenage employees, multi-
tasking during the rush of a 
busy shift and coordinating 
the young but mature staff. 
The restaurant is the first job 
for most teenagers, offering 
the couple a chance to train 
but also build relationships. 
To reward their work, the cou-
ple has taken the staff to Holi-
day World and plans to visit a 
zoo this summer. 

His electrical background 
also makes Greenwell a built-
in handyman when a dish-
washer or refrigerator go 
down. 

He’s a good leader, his wife 
says.  

“He leads by example,” 
Katie said. “The way the kids 

respect him is really cool, and 
the kids become confident 
they can do anything.” 

Greenwell enjoys being part 
of his employees’ growth. 

“They come in so scared, 
but as soon as they do it three 
or four months, they learn 
team building, and the res-
taurant business teaches 
them how talk to people re-
spectfully,” He said. “They’re 
good kids.” 

Special sandwiches or 
dishes at The Front Porch 
often are the result of Green-
well’s experimentation, and 
oftentimes he tries new reci-
pes out on Katie’s family, in-
cluding her dad, former Front 
Porch owner Bill Wheeler. 

“He made a catfish sand-
wich with slaw and bacon a 
couple of weeks ago and 
called it the ‘Cat Shack,’ and 
a bunch of people loved it,” 
Katie said. “Another time he 
made a Memphis BBQ wrap 
that had half a baked potato, 
pulled chicken and slaw.” 

At Game Day, where his 
wife spends most of her 
time, the Greenwells are 
doubling the size of the 
game room and have pur-
chased an adjacent 
building for expanded 
private dining and a 
dance area. 

“Without Dustin, I 
wouldn’t have The 
Front Porch,” Katie 
said. “It’s not from a 
lack of passion, but it 
became exhausting 
being at both restau-
rants from open to close, and 
I couldn’t expand Game Day 
without him. 

“One hundred percent, The 
Front Porch wouldn’t be here 
without him. He saved The 
Front Porch.” 

The two are never short on 
conversation at the end of the 
day. Their evening “recaps,” 
as Katie calls, them involve 
topics in the same genre but 
different chapters since each 
report their daily experiences 
at the couple’s two Marion 

restaurants. 
“Even when we are in the 

same building, we are in dif-
ferent zones,” she said. “He’s 
in the back, I’m in the front.” 

She thinks they make a 
good team.  

“Awesome,” he says. 
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